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Calving and lambing season is a wonderful but stressful time of year. We put together a special edition 

just for you to help you have a successful (and hopefully less stressful) baby season! Included are calf and lamb 

supplies that we recommend having in your ‘tool kit’. As well as an informative article by Dr. Waito, Miller Vet 

Services and Calf 911 Checklist by BCRC. 

 

OPEN HOUSE 

Please come join us April 8th from 11am – 3pm as we open our doors. We will be providing a FREE 

hot lunch with great sales and prizes! We are busy planning a great day for you as we are very grateful and 

humble for our wonderful community. We will also be taking donations towards the Wiarton 4-H Dairy & 

Sheep Club to help support the next generation of agriculturalists. Please come join us! 

CALVING SUPPLIES 

➢ TRUSTI-TUBER ~ DESIGNED BY A VET ~ CHOSEN BY FARMERS ~ PREFERRED BY CALVES 

The award winning Trusti Tuber was developed to solve farmer concerns around calf safety, calf comfort and 

usability with traditional oesophageal feeders. The Trusti Tuber not only prevents bruising and injury to your calf, 

it also makes the procedure easier for you. The Antahi 4L Feeder bottle is designed with all of the features 

requested by farmers to ensure the ultimate ease of use. The Teat cap has a high quality teat for optimum bottle 

feeding and offers quick transition between nipple and Tuber.   AN ABSOLUTE MUST HAVE FOR 

CALVING! 

➢ CALF’S CHOICE TOTAL COLOSTRUM 

Calf’s Choice Total colostrum provides 100IgG’s to calves to protect them from infectious diseases and prevents 

Failure of Passive Transfer. 

• Recommended one dose within 6 hours of birth 

• One bag (470g) = 1 dose 

 

➢ CALF COATS 

Grober Calf Coats naturally generate heat by reflecting body heat back to the calf, keeping them within the ideal 

thermal-neutral zone. Easy to clean and built with durability. 

➢ Grober Calf Milk Replacer - balanced to efficiently meet energy and protein requirements for growth. 
 

➢ Calf Bottle - 2L and 3L with handle and teat 
 

➢ Buckets - 8qt pails perfect for pail feeding! 
 

➢ Peach Teat Calf Bucket - Reversible calf bucket with one peach teat. Hangs on gate or pen 
 



 

THE FIRST 24 HOURS OF LIFE 

Dr. Jon Waito, DVM., Miller Veterinary Service 

The first 24 hours of a beef calf's life are crucial for its overall health and development. During this time, 

the calf must receive proper care to ensure its survival. 

One of the most important things for a newborn beef calf is to receive colostrum, the first milk produced 

by the cow after giving birth. Colostrum is rich in antibodies and other essential nutrients that the calf needs to 

build its immune system. It is essential that a beef calf receives colostrum within the first six hours of life, and 

ideally within the first hour. If a calf does not receive colostrum in this time frame, it will be at a higher risk for 

disease and infection. 

Another important factor in a beef calf's health during the first 24 hours is hydration. Calves can become 

dehydrated quickly, especially if they are not able to suckle from the cow or if they are born in a warm 

environment. It is important to ensure that the calf is able to access clean water and that it is able to drink. 

Temperature is also an important factor that should be considered, especially when it comes to cold 

stress. Newborn beef calves are not able to maintain their body temperature as well as adult cattle, which makes 

them more susceptible to cold stress. To prevent cold stress, farmers should provide the calf with a warm, draft-

free environment, such as using properly positioned windbreaks, or a barn, and make sure the calf is dry and 

clean.  

In addition to proper hydration, it is important to monitor a beef calf's overall health during the first 24 

hours. This includes checking for signs of disease or infection, such as a fever, diarrhea, or coughing. It is also 

important to check for any physical abnormalities, such as a cleft palate or clubfoot. 

If the care measures outlined above are not met during the first 24 hours of a beef calf's life, there are 

several strategies that can be implemented to help the calf recover and thrive. 

1. Provide additional colostrum: If a calf has not received colostrum within the first six hours of life, it is 

important to provide the calf with additional colostrum as soon as possible. This can be done by bottle-

feeding the calf or by using a stomach tube to administer colostrum directly into the stomach. 

2. Provide rehydration therapy: If a calf is dehydrated, it is important to provide rehydration therapy to 

help the calf recover. This can be done by providing the calf with an electrolyte solution or by using a 

stomach tube to administer fluids directly into the stomach. 

3. Provide supplementary heat: If a calf is suffering from cold stress, it is important to provide 

supplementary heat to help the calf recover. This can be done by using heat lamps, warming boxes, or 

other heat sources. 

4. Monitor health closely: It is important to closely monitor the health of the calf and to address any issues 

that arise as soon as possible. This includes monitoring the calf's temperature, breathing, and overall 

health, as well as checking for signs of disease or infection. 

5. Consult a veterinarian: If the calf's health is deteriorating, it is important to consult a veterinarian as 

soon as possible. They can provide further recommendations and treatments to help the calf recover. 

In conclusion, the first 24 hours of a beef calf's life are crucial for its overall health and survival. Proper 

care, including colostrum intake, hydration and thermal comfort are essential to ensure that the calf thrives. It is 

important for farmers and veterinarians to closely monitor the health of newborn beef calves and to address any 

issues that arise as soon as possible. 



 

LAMB CARE SUPPLIES 

➢ LAMBGRO COLOSTRUM 

LambGro Colostrum is a premium colostrum that provides triple benefit protection from hypothermia, 

disease, and lack of immunity. 

• Contains >14% IgG bovine dried colostrum 

• 700g of powder in 1 bag 

➢ TRUSTI-TUBER LAMBS 

The best designed lamb and kid goat colostrum feeding tube you can find! Ease your mind along with 

those newborn stomachs; 

- one handed operation 

- safety indicator strips - know when the tube is safely positioned 

- specialized tube tip - prevents inadvertent airway insertion 

- stable base - allows you to pre-fill the vial 

- Tube clip - holds the tube off the ground, hygienic and handy 

- 240ml capacity - one large or two smaller feeds without refilling 

➢ LAMBGRO MILK REPLACER 

Grober LambGro optimizes energy and protein density to meet specific nutrient requirements of young 

growing lambs. Available in 10kg or 20kg or Acidified.  

➢ 18% LAMB CREEP 

JFM creep is formulated for fast rumen development, rapid gain formula and excellent palatability. 

Available non-medicated and medicated. 

COLOSTRUM QUALITY – REFRACTOMETER 

Testing colostrum quality is an important strategy to ensure newborns are receiving enough 

immunoglobulins in their first meal. This can be done by placing a small amount of colostrum onto a 

refractometer to determine the brix value. Colostrum is considered high quality if it is above 28% for calves. 

 

Strategies for high quality colostrum; 

• Freeze high quality colostrum to replace poor quality colostrum 

• Supplement maternal colostrum with Calf’s Choice Colostrum to increase IgG content; 

o  15g of Calf’s Choice Colostrum = 1% Brix increase 

Interested in testing your colostrum? We have a refractometer you can loan! 

CALF 911 CHEKLIST 

The Beef Cattle Research Council has developed a Calf 911 Checklist for easy access to calving 

management tips for producers ( https://www.beefresearch.ca/blog/calf-911-checklists/ ) 

We highly recommend keeping this checklist close to your calving area to help you assess the following; 

1. Colostrum Management 

2. Recovery Position 

3. Tube (Esophageal) Feeding 

4. Dehydration Checklist 

We have laminated copies available upon request!                                                      

Remember - when in doubt, it is best to call your veterinarian! 



 

LET’S CELEBRATE CANADIAN AG DAY! 

Canadian Ag Day is Feb 15th but we have fun things planned throughout February! 
 

❖ Save 10% on our Beef Roasts and Pork Roasts Feb 13 - 18  
 

❖ Follow our Facebook page for an upcoming contest on #CdnAgDay! *Hint - we want to see 
your favorite photo showing your love for Canadian Ag! 

 

EASTER SUNDAY MENU 

Enjoy locally raised pork this easter! We have a variety of cuts in stock included hams. Call to place your order!  

ICE SALT SALE  

 
Sifto SafeStep Ice Salt is 20% OFF! Great time to stock up! Pick up at our on-farm store or we can deliver it to 

you! 

DURNIN FARM & RANCH WEAR OVERALLS 

We have 2 Insulated Blue Heron DFRW bibs (Sm & M) and 1 Uninsulated Blue Heron (L) left in stock! These 

are the LAST ONES in this beautiful color! Hurry in before they are gone.  

 

New Stock in of “Gravel Grey!” has arrived as well as graphic tees! 

STAY TUNED! 

Stay tuned for our next newsletter! Subscribe to our e-mail newsletter by sending us your e-mail address.  

Coming this spring; 

- Silage plastic & forage products promo ~ Save 5% order by March 31st 

- Customer appreciation day coming soon!  

- Chick Days! Call Ava to place your order. Ready to Lay (RTL) are on a first come first serve 

basis so place your orders early! See the following Chick Day Schedule 

 Product Availability  

Delivery dates CHICKS 
(day old) 

TURKEYS 
(day old) 

MUSCOVY 
(day old) 

RTL (18-20 
wks) 

Place order before 
date 

Friday, May 5 √ √ √ 
n/a Thursday, March 30 

Tuesday, May 9 n/a n/a n/a √ 
Monday, April 3 

Friday, May 26 √ √ √ 
n/a Thursday, April 20 

Friday, June 16 √ √ √ 
n/a Thursday, May 11 

Friday, July 7 √ √ √ 
n/a Thursday, June 1 

Friday, August 11 √ √ 
n/a n/a Thursday, July 6 

 


